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\. LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 
OTTAWA. 


To the Right Honourable : 
The Minister of Trade and Commerce. 
Sir,—I have the honour to forward herewith manuscript embodying a synopsis 
of the laws of the Dominion of Canada respecting the sale of food and other com- 
modities, which I would suggest be circulated as widely as possible in order that the 
people of Canada may become familiar with the legal weight of the various articles 
referred to and the penalties provided by statute for infringement of the various laws 
in connection therewith. 
I have the honour to be, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


(Sgd.) F.C. T. OHARA, 
Deputy Minister. 


9338—14 


ae al 


THE DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


In view of the continuous requests received by the Department of Trade and 
Commerce for information with regard to the legal weights and measures governing 
the sale of various foodstuffs and other commodities in Canada, the Department 
publishes herewith, for convenient reference, a synopsis of the Federal Statutes 


é governing the sale of such of those foodstuffs in the Dominion as ae been dealt 
with in legislation passed by the Parliament of Canada. 


Weights and Measures. 


In Canada the law provides, with respect to weights, that the unit shall be the - 
standard pound (avoirdupois) of 7,000 grains, one-sixteenth part of the standard 
pound shall be an ounce (4874 grains), one hundred pounds a cental, and two thousand 
pounds a ton, and that four hundred and eighty grains shall be an ounce troy. 


As regards measures—That the unit or standard measure of capacity, as well for 
liquids as for dry measures, shall be the gallon, containing ten standard pounds 
weight of distilled water, weighed with the water and air at a temperature of sixty- 
two degrees Fahrenheit, with the barometer at thirty inches, that the quart shall be 
one-fourth part of the gallon, and the pint one-eighth part of the gallon, and that 


_ eight gallons shall be a bushel. 


This gallon, commonly known as the “Imperial gallon,” eontains 277-274 cubie 
inches. 


The standard measure of length is the yard, one-third part of which it is provided 
shall be a foot, and the twelfth part of such foot shall be an ineh. 


‘Imperial Measure. 


Special note should be made of the fact that certain standards of weights and 
measures used in some of the states of the United States are not legal (though 
frequently used), in Canada. These standards are not so large, being about 20 per 
cent smaller in capacity than the legal standards in Canada, 7%.e., the Imperial pint, 
quart and gallon. 


Statutes quoted. 


At the end of this pamphlet will be found a reference to the various Federal 
Statutes quoted in the memorandum following which, with the reference referred to, 
has been prepared by Mr. John Byrnes, of this Department. This memorandum in 
no way is intended to have the force of law, but, as previously stated, it is merely a 
convenient reference to existing statutes. 

F. C. T. OHARA, 
Deputy Minister. 
OTTAWA, October 31, 1916. 
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16 
= REFERENCE TO FEDERAL STATUTES QUOTED IN THIS PAMPHLET. 


Flour, meal, rolled oats, rolled wheat and feed are governed by the provisions of 
the Inspection and Sale Act, Chap. 85, R.S.C. 1906, Part III, as amended by Chap. 36 
of the Statutes of 1914. . 

The Standard Weights for Vegetables and the other commodities ‘mentioned 
therewith are governed by Chap. 36 of the Statutes of 1914, amending the Inspection — 
and Sale Act,.as well as section 357 of the said Act. : 

Fish oils are governed by the provisions of Part VII of the Inspection and Sale 
Act that relate thereto. : 

Eggs are provided for by Section 339, Part X, of the Inspection and Sale Act. 

Salt is provided for by Sections 348, 344, 345 and 355, Part X, of the Inspection 
and Sale Act. - | 

Hay and straw are governed by the provisions of Sections 340, 341 and 342 of the 
Tnspection and Sale Act. 

The Department of Trade and Commerce is charged. with the administration of 
the Act respecting the foregoing commodities. 

Picked fish was formerly dealt with by Part VII of the Inspection and Sale Retr: 
(Chap. 85, R.S.C., 1906), but is now subject to the provisions of Chap. 45, 4-5 George 
V (Statutes of 1914). This Act is administered by the Naval Service Department. 

Meat and canned foods is governed by the provisions of the Act of that name, 
which is known as Chap. 27 of the Statutes of 1907. 

Butter and cheese was formerly dealt with by Part VIII of the Inspection and — 
Sale Act (Chap. 85, R.S.C., 1906), but it is now subject to the provisions of Chap. 7 
of the Statutes of 1914, known as “The Dairy Industry Act.” ois: 

Apples and other fruit are governed by the provisions of Part IX of the Inspection — 
and Sale Act, Sections 319 to 336, Chap. 85, R.S.C., 1906, as amended by Chap. 21 of 
the Statutes of 1907, Chap. 35 of 1908, and Chap. 25 of 1918. 

The Department of Agriculture is charged with the administration of the law_ 
respecting the foregoing commodities. 

Copies of the various Acts and the Regulations based thereon. can be had on 


application to the following :— 


Flour, meal, rolled oats, rolled wheat and) ie eee ee . : 
feed, vegetables, fish oils, eggs, salt, hay Pp a Ong 
Ottawa. 
and Straw se Vs ee eee A 


3 : : .{The Superintendent of Fisheries, Naval 
Inspection and branding of pickled fish. . { Sucvice! spartmeste@ tai 


The Chief of Meat and Canned Foods 
Branch, Department of Agriculture 


Meat and canned foods ......-.+++++++e> 
Ottawa. 


‘ f The Dairy and Cold Storage Commissioner, 
Butter and cheese. ....-. eee cree ee ceees | Department of Agriculture, Ottawa. — 


‘Anplesand.fruit...45 . «om aes naunere on oe ae Fruit Commissioner, Department of 


Agriculture, Ottawa. 


